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[bookmark: _Hlk102032751]14th European Economic Congress with new energy in the face of change, 
and in blue and yellow colours 

Katowice, 28th of April 2022 – 15,000 participants, including 9,000 in-person and 6,000 following online discussions, over 550 media representatives, 150 sessions with 1,000 panellists – the numbers of this year’s European Economic Congress (EEC) returned to those recorded before the pandemic. The direction of the debates at the International Congress Centre in Katowice was influenced by the war in Ukraine and its economic, political and social consequences for Europe and the world. 

The uniqueness of the 14th edition of the European Economic Congress was determined by the long-awaited return to meetings in a traditional formula and the subsequent turnout of participants, and the rank of guests who accepted the invitation to join the group of congress panellists. The Congress organiser, PTWP Group, hosted in Katowice representatives of the European Commission, the governments of Ukraine, Great Britain, Germany, the Czech Republic, and Lithuania, a strong representation of ministers and deputy ministers of the Polish government headed by Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, as well as local government officials, business people, scientists, and experts. 
“During the three days of congress meetings, participants unanimously stressed the great need and importance of live discussions, which cannot be replaced by phone or online conversations. What was noticeable was the good energy accompanying the first Congress after the decrease of the severity of the pandemic, but also the action-orientation characterising business and entrepreneurship. For years, as the European Economic Congress has for years provided the space to work out specific solutions and projects, we make sure that our guests leave here with a sense of proactivity and involvement in the most current topics and problems the world faces,” says Wojciech Kuśpik, the president of PTWP Group, the organizer and initiator of the Congress. 

The agenda of this year’s Congress was re-arranged two months before the start of the event due to Russia’s narrative-changing aggression against Ukraine. The war across the eastern border and the resulting consequences were widely present in the congressional panels. 
 “We all understand the need to respond to what is happening in Ukraine, not least because of our desire to support and help the Ukrainians. In every sphere of our life, in every industry, in every enterprise, there is a change resulting from the geopolitical situation, be it the issue of energy security, broken supply chains, or how local governments are dealing with the influx of refugees. We need to talk about it and look for solutions to put it back together again,” emphasized Wojciech Kuśpik.

In his Congressional opening speech, Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki pointed to the need to build a new geopolitical order. 
“The pandemic was a phenomenon that affected the world’s economic fate. Then, on the 24th of February came the war in Ukraine. We face enormous challenges: disrupted supply chains, rising raw material and energy prices, and rising food prices. At the same time, we observe a low propensity to invest, which has a definite impact on the economic situation,” he enumerated. 
“We need a settlement in Ukraine, with full withdrawal of Russian forces from the Ukrainian soil. This is currently the task facing Europe and the free world. Europe was able to rise from the rubble after the Second World War and set up the right institutions to rebuild its security. We must act outside the box,” he appealed, pointing out that a plan to rebuild Ukraine was necessary. 
During the speech, Prime Minister Morawiecki also presented a plan to strengthen the zloty, reduce inflation, lower taxes in Poland, and support borrowers. 

“We are now seen very differently as a country than we were just a few months ago. Poland used to be treated as a second-class country in Europe, which could be seen during certain decisions that were mainly based on large members such as Germany or France; Poland was pushed into a corner,” said Grzegorz Puda, Minister of Funds and Regional Policy during the European Economic Congress. “Going to Brussels, it is nice to hear others praising our country for the actions taken and being very well organised,” added the head of the ministry of funds and regional policy in the context of the assistance provided to refugees from Ukraine.  

“The fact that the title of the Congress opening debate was „War in Europe. A plan for Ukraine.” would have seemed unimaginable not so long ago,” said Jerzy Buzek, Member of the European Parliament, who moderated the meeting. He asked his guests, among other things, what assistance for Ukraine should look like, how to support it rationally and effectively in political and humanitarian terms, and, after the war, to rebuild its economy. 
“Ukraine is fighting for European and democratic values, and our citizens are sacrificing their lives for them,” stressed Olha Stefanishina, Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration. “I know that it may be difficult for some countries to cut themselves off from these dependencies quickly. However, I am convinced that we will all be winners in the long term. I do not believe that the West wants to use the money for Russian gas and oil to finance the victory parade Putin is planning for the 9th of May. Victory remains the most important of Ukrainian priorities, but politicians are already thinking about reconstruction and the road to membership of the European Union,” she said. “In 2014, we did a lot of work for Ukraine’s membership in the European Union. I will also talk about this in Brussels. I will try to convince sceptical members to support Ukraine’s membership in the Union,” she declared. 
“We must stick together and not let Russia divide us,” agreed Mikuláš Dzurinda, former two-time prime minister and foreign minister of Slovakia. “For too long, Europe has been self-centred. Now we should understand that Russia is not a partner but a threat and should be treated as such,” he added.

The second part of the opening session of the Congress focused on the current issues of energy source diversification, independence from Russian gas, and green transformation of the economy. 
“Standing shoulder to shoulder with Ukraine, which is part of the European family, we need to move faster towards becoming independent of fuel imports from Russia, to remove them from the European energy mix,” declared Kadri Simson, the European Union Commissioner for Energy. “Our goal is for all 27 countries to access adequate gas resources. We are assessing weekly the progress of the scenario of cutting ourselves off Russian fuel and how we can support each other in this process,” she said. 
She also stressed that the European Union could reduce its dependence on Russian raw materials by diversifying its supply chains and accelerating the switch of countries to renewable energy sources, including hydrogen technologies.
“Renewable energy sources are the best solution for Europe. They create new jobs, speed up innovation, and are the cheapest energy source in many cases, making them a strategic investment from the perspective of our economy, security, and independence. By the end of May, the European Commission will present a detailed strategy, known as RePower EU”, Simson reported.

During the session “Ukraine in the European Union – a plan for the eastern neighbour” Veronika Movchan, director of the Ukrainian Centre for Economic Studies in Kyiv, noted that her country expects an unambiguous approval of the Ukrainian membership application in the EU. 
“In Brussels, the procedures must be outlined, and the final outcome of the negotiations must be clearly determined. We must and want to implement the rule of law in our legislation. Only then will we fully consider ourselves European,” she argued.  

Good business practices were shared during the “Strategies for turbulent times” session. “Strategy is important in envisioning the organisation, preparing the main points, setting the main objectives. The implementation of these objectives is already operational in character. So, on one hand, there should be a vision, which acts as a compass, and on the other short-term plans,” said Jakub Dzik, vice-president of Impel.
“The strategy is the basic document for communication with investors. Good communication of the strategy allowed us to come through the pandemic crisis, broken supply chains, and energy crisis with dry feet,” said Dawid Jakubowicz, CEO of Ciech.

“If one falls asleep and allows novelties to operate around him, he begins to be indebted to the economic progress. This debt manifests itself in a lack of efficiency and an inability to reach the level of costs that someone using new technologies has,” ING Bank Śląski CEO Brunon Bartkiewicz said during a session regarding digitalisation. “If you let go of the momentum of technological progress, especially when progress is galloping and customer habits and behaviour patterns are changing, a gap is created. Individual customers of Polish banks do not lack electronic system functionalities. We will see how it will be in the future. Everything is developing,” he added.

The second day of the Congress saw dozens more debates, including 16 sessions conducted simultaneously. Among other things, Polish-Czech cooperation in the face of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine was discussed. 
“The most important task of our Presidency of the EU, which begins in July, will be for the European Union to withdraw from fuel purchases from Russia. In this matter, we count on Poland’s support,” said Ales Chmelar, Czech Deputy Foreign Minister.

During the “Ukrainians in Poland” debate, Janina Ochojska from the Polish Humanitarian Action addressed the issue of helping refugees from the perspective of humanitarian organisations. “All the help for Ukrainians in Poland is handled by various volunteers, NGOs, and local governments. The government has a very small share, and payments have not yet been made. It would be good if these payments to families would start. After all, 60 days have already passed,” she appealed. 

Krzysztof Inglot, the founder of Personnel Service and an expert on the job market, pointed out that the war resulted in an influx of 500-700 thousand people ready to enter the Polish labour pool in the future. “When will this future come? It depends on how quickly different problems can be overcome,” he noted. “The people who have come here on a humanitarian basis do not have previous experience in working here. They are often people who have never been to Poland, and who do not know the Polish language. These are not economic immigrants who have been coming here so far. These people need to learn the Polish language and assimilate,” he stressed.
As Renata Bem, deputy director-general and member of the board of UNICEF Poland, admitted, according to the organization’s estimates, more than half of the 3 million Ukrainians arriving in Poland are children. “10 percent of these children are travelling in the care of people who are not their next of kin: grandparents, distant relatives or family friends, which is often because the parents have either died or gone missing,” she said. In her view, a critical need is the proper registration of children arriving in Poland and neighbouring countries. She stressed that there were huge risks involved in this process.
 “Children move on, and we have no control. We don’t know what is happening to them. Strengthening this system is one of the priorities at the moment, especially as situations such as armed conflicts encourage various undesirable activities, such as human trafficking – something seemingly distant, but nevertheless taking place,” she warned.

During the “Infrastructure construction” session, Artur Popko, Budimex CEO, pointed out that the challenge for construction companies is the lack of workforce, mainly when it comes to workers from Ukraine. 
“90% of the drivers are Ukrainian. We see a large exodus of people who have returned or are returning to fight for their country,” he said. “We are trying to replace the Ukrainian workers with other people, but it certainly disrupts the pace of the work,” he admitted.

The congress discussions also included references to ESG – the new framework for business strategies. 
“For InPost, the jump in energy prices confirms its long-term strategy, which said ten years ago that energy intensity would be key. Environment, society, and corporate governance are important criteria defining the value of the business,” admitted Rafał Brzoska, CEO of Integer Capital Group, a delivery platform for the e-commerce market.

“When we faced the closure of brick-and-mortar shops and increased work in e-commerce during the pandemic, we have learned our lesson. We need to lead a digital transformation and turn ourselves into an omnichannel company. What has happened at LPP is a true digital transformation,” said Jacek Kujawa, Vice-President of the Board of LPP SA, during the “Intelligent e-commerce” panel.
“Customers are no longer afraid to shop online. The percentage jump between 2019 and 2021 in terms of online sales was up to 30 percent,” Jakub Gierszyński, e-commerce director for Poland and the Czech Republic at Sephora, pointed out. 

In turn, during the panel on the automotive industry, panellists discussed current trends such as e-mobility, new materials and digital technologies, and car manufacturing in light of the circular economy requirements.
“The sustainable automotive sector is in the vanguard of Europe’s green and digital transformation,” European Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič said in his speech. “The war in Ukraine has made it abundantly clear that Europe must aim to decarbonise and digitalise its economy. Achieving independence in such strategic sectors as energy supply, semiconductors and critical raw materials is simply a matter of security for Europe,” he stressed.  

“Technology allows us to participate in events that we would not normally have access to. It is the next stage in which we can explore the world and learn new things much faster and much more effectively,” said Jacek Borek, managing director of Accenture Technology in Poland, during the session “Metaverse - a new virtual world.”
“The Metaverse is intended to be a digital representation of the physical world at all levels. But the physical world is multi-sensory. We can show emotions in it, touch, smell, and taste. In the metaverse, there are no such possibilities. At this stage of development, there is not yet a technology that will enable us to have multiple people seeing each other synchronously, watching each other’s emotions. The metaverse concept will need a long time to be fully realised,” said Natalia Hatalska, CEO and founder of infuture.institute, author of the book “The Age of Paradoxes,” during the debate titled “Will technology save us?”.
“There are no rules here, yet there is an enormous field for abuse. We already have problems with cyber security, and this precedence will increase in the future,” noted Jowita Michalska, president of Digital University Singularity Group Warsaw.

A separate panel was dedicated to Katowice’s World Urban Forum (WUF11), scheduled for 26-30 June 2022. 
“We will be pioneers. We want to show how a world-class event can be organised so that everyone can participate. We want to share experiences on designing urban spaces and how to create services for people with different disabilities. We want this exchange of experience to impact other forums and the process of creation of city realities,” stressed Małgorzata Jarosińska-Jedynak. “We are conducting extensive activities under the Accessibility Plus programme. The Act on Ensuring Accessibility for Persons with Special Needs is the only such law in the world that comprehensively regulates accessibility for persons with disabilities. We have something to be proud of, but we also want to hear about the experiences of other cities,” she added.

On the third day of the Congress, during the session “Science. Business. Transformation,” panelists referred, among other things, to Katowice winning the title of European Capital of Science 2024.
“We wanted to choose a region that is now making an enormous effort to transform itself and, as you can see, is bringing this process to a happy conclusion. Our aim was to honour the innovation and fresh approach of the region’s scientific community. The fact that the title has gone to a city in Central Europe for the first time is significant for our entire continent. We believe this will become a stimulating factor for scientists from across the region,” explained Michael Matlosz, President of EuroScience in 2018-2022.
“The title was given to the city, but it couldn’t have happened without the university. We have shown in Europe, in Silesia, that we can work together. The unique culture of our cooperation stems from the specifics of how people function in the industry. Technology and mass production force people to work together. This specificity also results from our diversity – we came to this region years ago from many different parts of Poland,” explained prof. Ryszard Koziołek, the Rector of the University of Silesia in Katowice.
“This is a testament to the development that has already taken place in the city. Now we have to go to the next level. This effort to organise a year of science in 2024 is a chance to bring the greatest scientific authorities to us, and this will give us and the students a new momentum. I believe that we will use it to the best of our ability and that it will be the basis for building a new Katowice,” said Jerzy Woźniak, the city’s Deputy Mayor.

During the 14th European Economic Congress, the winners of the “Investor without Borders” competition were also announced: AstraZeneca, Booksy, Cellnex Telecom, Coca-Cola, Google, Kruk, Maspex, Northvolt, OTCF, Raben, Synthos, and Veolia. 

The "Top Municipal Investments" distinctions were further awarded to Będzin, Bielsko-Biała, Bydgoszcz, Krosno, Leszno, Łódź, Lublin, Olsztyn, Podkowa Leśna and Ustka. 

As part of the Ranking of Decarbonization Initiatives, awards were given to Grupa Azoty Puławy, Kompania Piwowarska, NRG Project, Okręgowa Spółdzielnia Mleczarska Włoszczowa, Panattoni for Amazon, Sanockie Przedsiębiorstwo Gospodarki Komunalnej and Veolia Group in Poland. 

Moreover, the seventh Start-up Challenge competition has selected its five finalists: Doctore.One, simpl.rent, The True Green, ULTRAXIS, and OMNIAZ.

During the Congress, Vectors of the Heart were awarded by the Employers of the Republic of Poland to entrepreneurs assisting Ukraine. An honorary award was presented to the Ukrainian Ambassador to Poland, Andriy Deshchitsa.

The Congress also included the European Young Leaders Forum – a three-day series of debates and meetings between young participants, business representatives and opinion leaders present at the Congress, expert speeches, and workshops. 

An additional event was an exhibition of works by artists from the Academy of Fine Arts (ASP) in Katowice, combined with an auction with a bidding pool of more than 90 thousand zloty. The charity auction aimed to raise funds for the material support of 20 Ukrainian female art students under the care of the ASP. 

“It is difficult to predict what next year’s Congress will look like. The changes we are witnessing are rapid and surprising. It is challenging to forecast anything today. Surely, supporting Ukraine must be a long-term project for all of us, not for months but years. Therefore, it can be assumed that it will again be one of the main trends of next year’s meeting in Katowice,” sums up Wojciech Kuśpik. 


***

The European Economic Congress (EEC) in Katowice is a three-day series of debates, meetings, and accompanying events with the participation of guests from Poland, Europe, and the world, including EU commissioners, prime ministers and representatives of European governments, presidents of the largest companies, scientists and practitioners, as well as decision-makers with a real impact on economic and social life. 
The most important issues for Europe’s development are discussed in an open public debate among opinion leaders. 

Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

More information:
European Economic Congress – www.eecpoland.eu 
More information about the organizer – PTWP Group– www.ptwp.pl 

Visit us on:
Facebook: facebook.com/EECKatowice   
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/showcase/europejski-kongres-gospodarczy/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/EECKatowice  #EKG2022 #EEC2022 

Additional information for media representatives:
Aneta Miler, EEC press office/Imago PR 
M. 609 880 115, E. aneta.miler@imagopr.pl 

Aneta Miler, EEC press representative/Imago PR
M. 609 880 115, E. marta.dobrzanska@imagopr.pl 
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