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Start-up Challenge 2022: the best start-ups in Poland were awarded during the European Economic Congress 

Katowice, 27th of April 2022 – Doctore.One, simpl.rent, The True Green, ULTRAXIS, OMNIAZ are the finalists of the 7th  edition of the Start-up Challenge. Prizes for the most innovative solutions were awarded on the second day of the European Economic Congress in Katowice. One hundred fifty start-ups participated in the competition, with 15 semi-finalists presenting their ideas in front of guests at the biggest business event in Central Europe.

“From our point of view, as the organisers of the congress and its start-up component, the activities supporting the development of young entrepreneurship are critical and necessary. The idea of connecting experienced businesses, firmly rooted in the economy, with young, innovative entrepreneurship is an especially important part of our activities,” said Wojciech Kuśpik, the president of PTWP Group, the initiator of the European Economic Congress, during the gala. 

The Mayor of Katowice, Marcin Krupa, emphasised that the Start-up Challenge is an instrumental initiative of the European Economic Congress, addressed to young businesses. “Young not only because of their age, but also fresh and innovative ideas. It takes courage, strength, and self-denial to see your idea through to the end, present it, and be able to defend it. Therefore, every participant in the competition deserves to be recognised,” he noted. What is equally important is that today, relatively young companies can benefit from the experience of market leaders, the “mature” business. This is extremely helpful in the development of cities, regions, and the country as a whole,” the president added.

Three start-ups from each category qualified for the semi-finals of the prestigious competition. Entrepreneurs competed in five business categories: health & biotechnology (medicine, health, medical technology, pharmacy, biotechnology), client & lifestyle (trade, customer experience, e-commerce, fintech, edutech, gaming, sport, leisure industry), environment (environmental protection: climate technologies, ecological crops, smart energy, use of raw materials, waste processing), modern economy (industry, energy, telecommunications, transport, construction, robotics, automation), and business processes (management, analytics, ICT, cyber security, logistics, HR). 

The best start-up in the health & biotechnology category was Doctore.One, which is creating a European medical network where doctors offer a new model of continuous patient care based on a simple subscription. The innovative virtual clinic, founded in May 2021, raised an investment from Movens Capital and launched its operations with dozens of doctors already in December 2021. Doctor.One is committed to facilitating a trust-based relationship between patients and doctors. 

The judges appreciated the start-up’s business model and innovative approach to the area of continuous medical care. “According to the evaluators, it meets the current demand for better access to medical services for both patients and doctors by providing them a sense of being personally taken care of.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk101455642]The finalist in the client & lifestyle category was simpl.rent. It is Poland’s first online tenant verification platform that started its commercial operation by creating the Tenant Certificate. Since then, simpl.rent has become a comprehensive platform for insurance and financial services for both tenants and landlords. In the future, it will also be possible to complete all rent-related formalities and sign the contract via simpl.rent. The team behind this start-up also received the Special Award in this category, sponsored by North Star Dubai. The prize allows them to exhibit at the Middle East’s largest technology event for start-ups - North Star Dubai, part of the GITEX GLOBAL trade show held in Dubai this October.


According to the jury, “the product solves a real problem of renting flats to people. Its additional advantage is the relatively easy scalability of the business while maintaining the simplicity of the proposed online solution. Despite its early stage of development, Simpl.rent has already attracted significant business partners.”

The True Green won in the environment category. This project aims to develop a hardwood substitute based on annual plants, primarily fibre hemp, for future use in furniture production and construction through e.g., setting up the first production line for annual plant hardwood in the European Union.

According to the jury, “the idea of a hardwood substitute based on annual plants contributes to the protection of trees and our forests and offers a new, alternative and wood-like building material for a wide range of applications. As for now, the product has no competition in Europe.” 

The winner in the modern economy category was ULTRAXIS, a company implementing an innovative system for monitoring the condition of building structures, based on a super-accurate inclinometer they have developed. Their product allows any potential risks to be detected at an early stage. ULTRAXIS has an operational prototype AXIS 1 device, already being tested at the Space Research Centre (Centrum Badań Kosmicznych) in Warsaw.

The judges of the competition noted “the innovativeness, easy scalability and broad industry application spectrum of the solution presented by ULTRAXIS.” 

 The last start-up to be awarded was OMNIAZ, which beat its competitors in the business processes category. Their business model is based on providing metaverse access (i.e., virtual reality stores) to the FMCG industry using highly developed technologies. The solution allows brands and retailers to improve the consumer experience with content based on familiar game mechanics, simultaneously influencing the purchase process. 

The finalists of this year’s Start-up Challenge will also be honoured with the title of finalists of the Incredibles program. It is a mentoring and education programme for the most innovative Polish start-ups initiated by Sebastian Kulczyk in 2017. The winners will also receive a voucher from OVHcloud, guaranteeing a fast track to the OVHcloud Startup Programme. In addition, the awarded start-ups will also be featured in a promotional campaign in trade media owned by the PTWP Group.

The European Economic Congress took place on 25-27 April 2022, in the International Congress Centre in Katowice. Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group.

***

The European Economic Congress (EEC) in Katowice is a three-day series of debates, meetings, and accompanying events with the participation of guests from Poland, Europe, and the world, including EU commissioners, prime ministers and representatives of European governments, presidents of the largest companies, scientists and practitioners, as well as decision-makers with a real impact on economic and social life. 
The most important issues for Europe’s development are discussed in an open public debate among opinion leaders. 

Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

More information:
European Economic Congress – www.eecpoland.eu 
More information about the organizer – PTWP Group– www.ptwp.pl 

Visit us on:
Facebook: facebook.com/EECKatowice   
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/showcase/europejski-kongres-gospodarczy/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/EECKatowice  #EKG2022 #EEC2022 

Additional information for media representatives:
Aneta Miler, EEC press office/Imago PR 
M. 609 880 115, E. aneta.miler@imagopr.pl 

Aneta Miler, EEC press representative/Imago PR
M. 609 880 115, E. marta.dobrzanska@imagopr.pl 
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