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Leaders of the 2022 Ranking of Decarbonization Initiatives honoured

Katowice, 26th of April 2022 – The most interesting, imaginative, and effective projects aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the Polish economy have once again been recognised in the Ranking of Decarbonization Initiatives. The awards went to seven companies during a gala organised as part of the European Economic Congress.

The Ranking of Decarbonization Initiatives, organised by PTWP Group and the publisher of the WNP.PL portal, as a part of the Green Index campaign, is dedicated to all those who actively participate in the process of green transformation of the Polish economy. The official announcement of the winners took place during the second part of the evening gala of the 14th European Economic Congress in Katowice. 

“Leaders of this year’s edition of our Ranking significantly reduce their carbon footprint using knowledge and creativity, making decarbonization an important element of their business strategy, to the benefit of the environment, the climate, and all of us,” said Wojciech Kuśpik, President of PTWP Group, initiator and organiser of the European Economic Congress.

Here is the list of companies whose projects have been awarded:

Grupa Azoty Puławy, for an advanced control system in its plants. The R&D project involved developing and implementing an advanced control system for the ammonia plant and the improvement of process stability and plant operation. The aim of implementing the system is to reduce the energy intensity of the process by lowering the consumption of the primary raw material - high-methane natural gas. The solution also increases production safety while reducing carbon dioxide emissions by more than 20,000 tonnes per year.

“Grupa Azoty is present in over 50 countries. Our main passion is to produce fertilizers of the best quality, so in fact, our passion is to feed Europeans,” said Filip Grzegorczyk, Vice-President of Grupa Azoty, receiving the award during the European Economic Congress gala. “But we also have a new passion. Since last year, we have been passionate about green Azoty, i.e., a strong shift towards modernity and decarbonization that is part of our strategy. The awarded Puławy solution is one of many elements that show we are serious about decarbonization,” he added. 
Kompania Piwowarska, for signing a 10-year PPA with Innogy Renewables Poland for the supply of electricity coming from 100 percent renewable energy sources. It is the first agreement of its kind in Poland which has made it possible, without state subsidies, to finance the expansion of an already operating wind park by an additional three turbines of 4 MW each. Currently, the electricity needs of Kompania Piwowarska’s three breweries are entirely covered by wind power.

“Many thanks to the jury, on behalf of Kompania Piwowarska’s sustainability team, for the recognition. From 2021 we will be producing our beers in three breweries using green energy,” said Małgorzata Walędzińska-Półtorak, Kompania Piwowarska’s sustainability manager.

NRG Project, for developing a photo voltaic-powered energy storage facility working in conjunction with a fast car charger. This device stores electricity and allows its use at any time. Thanks to such solutions, it is possible to actively manage renewable energy source production profile, allowing them to become controllable sources. In 2021, NRG Project started supplying renewable energy storage to Polish companies.

“I have been dealing with electrochemical energy sources for 20 years. I started near Gdańsk in a factory called Centra. Everyone knows what an AA is, a small battery. Twenty years ago, I would not have expected to start with AAs and end up with a battery that weighs five tonnes,” - said Zygfryd Kosidowski, CEO of NRG Project. 

Okręgowa Spółdzielnia Mleczarska Włoszczowa, for high-efficiency trigeneration. In 2019, OSMW’s management decided to invest in its source of electricity and heat based on the use of LNG. The investment was part of the Infrastructure and Environment Operational Programme 2014-2020. Co-financing amounted to 43 percent of the value of eligible expenditure, with an investment value of PLN 4,321,849.

“Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek has just said that trigeneration is less recognized than Włoszczowa, less known, but we will gladly promote it, since it is a first such investment in the dairy industry, based on the combined production of electricity, heat, and cooling,” said Ryszard Pizior, president of OSM Włoszczowa.

Panattoni for Amazon, for a BTS facility in Świebodzin. With an area of approximately 200,000 m2, the building is the most sustainable industrial development in Poland. The investment, constructed in just 14 months, saves around 4,686,872 tonnes of CO2 per year, compared to a standard building of equivalent size. The facility has a low primary energy demand ratio, with 1/5 covered by energy from renewable sources, including 4,536 photovoltaic panels mounted on the roof.

“It is a great honour to receive this award. It is a recognition of our efforts, our endeavours to be more sustainable. We are very proud of this building and happy to be a partner of Panattoni,” said Mourad Toufiki, Amazon’s director in Poland.

“On behalf of Panattoni, I would like to thank the jury and our client Amazon for the award and the opportunity to realize this project. Panattoni is a warehouse space developer. We have been in Europe for 17 years, currently active in 13 countries. We have also been working with Amazon for many years. We have completed over 1.5 million m2 for this company, of which over 1 million m2 in Poland,” said Emilia Dębowska, Panattoni Europe’s Sustainable Development Director.
Sanockie Przedsiębiorstwo Gospodarki Komunalnej, for a biomass boiler with a heat pump and energy storage. The project includes the construction of a 7 MW biomass boiler, the installation of an advanced heat pump, and the construction of an energy storage facility (10 MW). The investment aims to exclude the municipal heating plant from the EU ETS system. The assumed environmental effect, achieved only through the construction of a biomass boiler, is a reduction in primary energy consumption by 8,743 GJ/year and CO2 emissions by 13,053 t/year. Emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and dust will also be reduced.

“The company I represent has a dream. This dream is an innovative green city of Sanok and a local hydrogen project. We are on our way to fulfilling this dream, and when I say we are, I mean a team of many people working on it. But I would especially like to thank Mr. Tomasz Matuszewski, the mayor, who has constantly supported the company and made this dream come true, and Mr. Tomoho Umeda, an expert in hydrogen technology,” said Krzysztof Jarosz, the president of Sanockie Przedsiębiorstwo Gospodarki Komunalnej.

Veolia Group in Poland, for the heat accumulator, a new investment on the premises of Karolin power and heating plant, owned by Veolia Energia Poznań. The installation allows for the storage of surplus heat produced in cogeneration. The accumulator balances the operation of the plant on a daily basis, allowing for increased production in cogeneration. This heat storage system also avoids the need for high-powered peaking equipment to support heat generation when demand rises sharply.
“The decarbonisation programme is a crucial part of our strategy, a condition for our and the whole sector’s future. We are, therefore, particularly proud to have received this award. At the same time, I would like to thank both the organisers and the members of the Patronage Council, who appreciated our contribution to the transformation,” said Frédéric Faroche, President of the Veolia Group in Poland. 

The European Economic Congress took place on 25-27 April 2022 in the International Congress Centre in Katowice. Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

***

The European Economic Congress (EEC) in Katowice is a three-day series of debates, meetings, and accompanying events with the participation of guests from Poland, Europe, and the world, including EU commissioners, prime ministers and representatives of European governments, presidents of the largest companies, scientists and practitioners, as well as decision-makers with a real impact on economic and social life. 
The most important issues for Europe’s development are discussed in an open public debate among opinion leaders. 

Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

More information:
European Economic Congress – www.eecpoland.eu 
More information about  the organizer – PTWP Group– www.ptwp.pl 

Visit us on:
Facebook: facebook.com/EECKatowice   
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/showcase/europejski-kongres-gospodarczy/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/EECKatowice  #EKG2022 #EEC2022 

Additional information for media representatives:
Aneta Miler, EEC press office/Imago PR 
M. 609 880 115, E. aneta.miler@imagopr.pl 

Aneta Miler, EEC press representative/Imago PR
M. 609 880 115, E. marta.dobrzanska@imagopr.pl 
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