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Twelve Investors without Borders selected during the 
14th European Economic Congress

Katowice, 26th of April 2022 – the following companies were honoured with this year’s “Investor Without Borders” award: AstraZeneca, Booksy, Cellnex Telecom, Coca-Cola, Google, Kruk, Maspex, Northvolt, OTCF, Raben, Synthos, and Veolia. This praiseworthy title was awarded during the 14th edition of the European Economic Congress in Katowice. 

The “Investor without borders” title is awarded to the most effective Polish investors who successfully expand abroad, and responsible foreign investors in Poland, who positively influence the economy and the labour market. Nominations for this award came from a wide range of entities: business representatives, self-governing economic institutions, as well as agencies and government bodies involved in attracting investors and supporting Polish economic expansion abroad. Substantive support for the project was provided by the editors of the WNP.PL financial portal and the Nowy Przemysł magazine. 

“Thanks to companies that boldly go beyond the borders of our country, and foreign businesses that invest enormous capital in Poland to create new jobs, Poland is an increasingly important part of the global economy. In this way, the Polish economy becomes more and more involved in global supply chains, strengthening its foundations and position on the global economic map,” Wojciech Kuśpik, president of PTWP Group and initiator of the European Economic Congress, said during the gala. “These two worlds coexist on the market, but also in our competition. We appreciate the scale and significance of investments, as well as how they are implemented and fit into a broad economic and social context,” he added.

“For investments to take place, it must be safe, possible to implement them according to schedule, and finally, there must be a certain chemistry, or so-called “hunch”. This seems to be happening, as 90 percent of foreign investors who chose Poland decide to reinvest in our country,” said Krzysztof Drynda, President of the Polish Investment and Trade Agency. “Moreover, we are particularly pleased with the investments of Polish entrepreneurs abroad. We are still learning how to do it, but we can already talk about spectacular successes,” he added.  

As the Mayor of Katowice, Marcin Krupa, said, anyone can be an investor, but only a few can be “investors without borders.”  

Winners of the “Investor without borders” 2022 competition:
AstraZeneca, for its commitment to research and development and implementation of innovative solutions in the pharmaceutical and medical markets. 

This global biopharmaceutical company is one of the leaders in the life sciences industry, taking into account R&D expenditures in Poland. Over the past decade, their investment in this area has increased by more than 445 percent – to PLN 289 million in 2020. Their Warsaw Clinical Research Operations Centre is one of the company’s six such facilities worldwide and the only one in this part of Europe. All of the group’s entities operating in Poland are global in nature. The idea of collaboration and openness to dialogue are fundamental to AstraZeneca’s activities. One example of this is the Warsaw Health Innovation Hub (WHIH) initiative. A solid commitment to research and development also provides space for collaboration with the scientific community.

Booksy, for its consistency in building its market position on the global market, 

which brings the Polish-based company closer to the status of a unicorn. The Polish-born start-up created in 2013 by Stefan Batory and Konrad Howard is now on a straight path to the unicorn status, a company valued at more than $1 billion.

Thanks to the Booksy app, nearly 20 million users worldwide are already booking appointments online with hairdressers, barbers, and beauticians, while the providers of these services are gaining new customers. Booksy’s prospects are recognised by investors and banks at home and abroad. The company has taken foreign markets by storm and offers its services in over 25 countries worldwide, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and France. Stefan Batory’s company is steadily taking on competitors in foreign markets.

Cellnex Telecom, for significant investment activity, opening up the prospect of filling in the blank spots on the telecommunications map of Poland.

The Spanish wireless telecommunications infrastructure and services company, Cellnex Telecom, has acquired telecom towers from Polkomtel (Polsat Plus) and Play for over PLN 10.7 billion. The company announced further investments in infrastructure worth over PLN 10 billion. The 5G communication standard will require increased network density, and Cellnex Telecom has experience in filling white spaces on the telecoms map, including in less populated areas where costs can be shared by several operators, ensuring that the necessary capital expenditure is reduced and financially feasible.

Coca-Cola Poland, for its responsible investment activities, which make the iconic brand part of today’s most important trends. 

The iconic brand, which represents some of the most notable civilisational values, has been present in Poland for almost half a century. With its activities in the sphere of environmentally and socially responsible investments, it follows the most important trends, meeting the needs and expectations of consumers. This global brand has strong ties with Poland – 92 percent of the beverages sold in the country are produced in its Radzymin, Staniątki, and Tylicz factories. Coca-Cola works with Polish suppliers, with one new workplace in its company ecosystem creating an average of 6 jobs in other industries. The company is continually investing in new solutions at its sites and expanding its portfolio, all in line with its sustainability strategy, with climate neutrality as a key objective. Coca-Cola participates in social life, supporting a range of important initiatives. In the first days of March 2022, Coca-Cola decided to withdraw from the Russian market, reaffirming its commitment to the free world’s values.

Google, for making forward-looking infrastructure investments in Poland that reach beyond the country’s borders. 

The global technology giant Google has also recognised the Polish market. In April last year, the company launched Europe’s largest Google Cloud Technology Development Centre in Warsaw. It will provide a better quality of cloud services in Poland and other CEE countries. More than $600 million was spent on the purchase of The Warsaw HUB office complex, where the Centre has its headquarters. Google Cloud Region is the largest investment of the concern in Poland. Its total value is estimated at up to $2 billion.

Kruk, for the spectacular results of its organic, independent growth, allowing it to become an essential player in the European market.

Kruk is already the largest debt collection company in Poland and the entire region of Central and Eastern Europe. Operationally, the group is present in Poland, Romania, Italy, Spain, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia, with some assets also located in Germany. Kruk is also a company that focuses on digitization and new technologies, which are the future of the debt collection industry, according to the company’s CEO, Piotr Krupa. The pandemic period has only confirmed these notions.

Maspex Group, for successive acquisitions on the Polish and European markets, decisively increasing the scale of their export business. 

Maspex, one of the giants of the Polish food industry and an active exporter, has been consistently acquiring significant assets in the Polish and European markets. The group has completed the acquisition of the Polish assets of Roust Corporation and purchased CEDC International and its subsidiary B2B Wine & Spirits. This transaction will create Poland’s largest food group, with a turnover exceeding PLN 11bn. Maspex is the largest Polish private company in the food industry and one of the largest in Central and Eastern Europe – it is present in more than 60 countries around the world. Products from Maspex’s portfolio are manufactured in 15 production plants in Poland and abroad.

Northvolt, for a forward-looking investment supporting the sustainable transformation of the Polish industry and energy sector.

Northvolt, a European battery cell and systems supplier, announced its first investment in Pomerania three years ago. The Gdansk plant produces battery modules used in industry and power generation. Due to increasing demand, the company has already inaugurated the construction of another production plant. A modern factory is being built on the premises of the Pomeranian Investment Centre, which will handle the production of energy storage systems. Northvolt will invest $200m in the project. The plant will produce battery storage to enable more extensive and better use of renewable energy sources.

OTCF for its success and consistent development in foreign markets, establishing a strong Polish brand presence worldwide. 

OTCF, the owner of the 4F brand, is the Polish market leader in sportswear, with significant success in foreign markets. It successfully combines competence and technology with the world of fashion and style. The 4F brand is present in more than 48 countries, with its products available in over 1000 multi-brand stores in, e.g., the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Lithuania, Latvia, Portugal, Romania, Thailand, Japan, Taiwan, and Qatar. Moreover, it sponsors eight Olympic and three Paralympic Committees. 4F also permanently cooperates with sports teams and associations. The company dresses, e.g., all the teams of Energa Basket League and all Polish national basketball teams. Its ambassadors include Robert Lewandowski, Anna Lewandowska and Kamil Stoch.

Raben Group, for expanding its logistics infrastructure and investing in modern technologies and sustainable operations. 

Raben Group is constantly expanding its logistics infrastructure, developing its network in Central and Eastern Europe, and strengthening its position in the sector of road transport services, contract logistics, temperature-controlled logistics, FTL, and intermodal, sea and air transport. The company is committed to modern technology and sustainable operations. In 2021, Raben acquired 100 percent of the Dutch BAS Group with all its branches in the Netherlands, Slovakia, and Italy. The leading Greek logistics provider, Intertrans, has also joined Raben. In 2021, Raben Group also celebrated the 90th anniversary of its operations on the European market and 30 years in Poland.

Synthos, for skilfully combining acquisitions with organic growth and investments to increase productivity while reducing environmental impact. 

Synthos Group, the world’s leading producer of synthetic rubbers, has finalized the acquisition of the Schkopau plant in Germany from Trinseo. Synthos will thus strengthen its position in the global synthetic rubber market, becoming the second-largest producer in this segment. Moreover, Synthos acquired a product portfolio addressing a critical environmental trend – the reduction of CO2 emissions. Their enhanced portfolio is also fully applicable to tyres for electric cars. With the completion of the acquisition, Synthos has adopted a sustainable development strategy that includes a complete phase-out of coal by 2028 and a 28 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

Veolia Group Poland, for investments in the expansion of the central heating network, as well as innovative projects within the broad trend of decarbonisation.

During the quarter of a century of its presence in Poland, Veolia has become one of the leading players in the Polish heating sector. It is currently the largest private provider of heat in Poland and a constant partner to Polish cities and industry, offering services in the field of collective water supply, wastewater collection and treatment, and sewage sludge management. Veolia Group in Poland operates in 123 municipalities, managing central heating networks in 58 of them. It also plans to build two large gas-fired combined heat and power plants in Łódź and Poznań. The new units will replace old coal-fired facilities, which fits the company’s plans into the broad trend of decarbonisation. Veolia plans to commission the new units in Poznan and Lodz around 2025-26.

The European Economic Congress took place on 25-27 April 2022 in the International Congress Centre in Katowice. Since the first edition in 2009, Congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

***

The European Economic Congress (EEC) in Katowice is a three-day series of debates, meetings, and accompanying events with the participation of guests from Poland, Europe, and the world, including EU commissioners, prime ministers and representatives of European governments, presidents of the largest companies, scientists and practitioners, as well as decision-makers with a real impact on economic and social life. 
The most important issues for Europe’s development are discussed in an open public debate among opinion leaders. 

Since the first edition in 2009, the congress has been organized by the PTWP Group. 

More information:
European Economic Congress – www.eecpoland.eu 
More information about the organizer – PTWP Group– www.ptwp.pl 

Visit us on:
Facebook: facebook.com/EECKatowice   
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/showcase/europejski-kongres-gospodarczy/ 
Twitter: twitter.com/EECKatowice  #EKG2022 #EEC2022 

Additional information for media representatives:
Aneta Miler, EEC press office/Imago PR 
M. 609 880 115, E. aneta.miler@imagopr.pl 

Aneta Miler, EEC press representative/Imago PR
M. 609 880 115, E. marta.dobrzanska@imagopr.pl 
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